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1. Haveli Sangeet

Context (IE): Haveli Sangeet recently appeared in the news due to its cultural significance.

Overview:
Haveli Sangeet is a genre of Hindustani classical music traditionally performed within havelis (mansions).
Although it prominently features the Dhrupad style, it encompasses other forms as well.

Origin:

This musical form originated in Govardhan, Mathura, situated in the Braj region of northern India. It is closely
associated with the Pushti Margiya temples of the Vaishnava tradition, where devotees offer daily musical
prayers to Lord Krishna.

Historical Evolution:
Haveli Sangeet gained prominence during the Bhakti movement, a period of religious revival. However, it
experienced a decline during the medieval era due to changing socio-political conditions.

Musical Styles:
While Dhrupad remains a key element, Haveli Sangeet also includes other styles like Prabandh, Dhamar, Khyal,
Kirtan, and Bhajan.

Languages:
The compositions are typically performed in Brij Bhasha, Sanskrit, Punjabi, and Marwari.

Notable Figures:
Prominent contributors to this tradition include Vallabhacharya, Shri Vitthalnathji (also known as Shri Gusaiji),
Surdas, and Pandit Jasraj.

Vallabhacharya and the Rise of Haveli Sangeet

Discovery of Lord Shrinath:
In 1556, Vallabhacharya discovered the divine form of Lord Shrinath (an incarnation of Lord Krishna) in a cave
on Giriraj Mountain. During the reign of Aurangzeb, to protect the deity from possible desecration,
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Vallabhacharya relocated it several times before finally establishing its permanent abode in Nathdwara,
Rajasthan.

Establishment of Haveli Sangeet:
The temple of Shrinathji in Nathdwara, referred to as the Haveli of Shrinathji, became the central hub of the
Pushtimarg tradition, where Haveli Sangeet evolved as a devotional art form.

Devotional Services and Disciples:

Vallabhacharya entrusted four disciples—Kumbhandas, Surdas, Parmanandas, and Krishnadas—with the
responsibility of conducting devotional services. Kumbhandas, the first kirtankar (singer) of Shrinathji, played a
pivotal role in shaping the tradition.

Expansion by Shri Vitthalnath (Shri Gusai):

Shri Vitthalnath, Vallabhacharya’s son, further organized and expanded the temple services (sewa), appointing
four additional disciples—Govindaswami, Chhitaswami, Chaturbhujdas, and Nanddas. Together, these eight
disciples became known as the Ashta Sakhas (Eight Companions) of Lord Shrinath.

Integration of Raga, Bhog, and Shringar:
Shri Gusai enriched the tradition by incorporating raga (melodic frameworks), bhog (offerings), and shringar
(adornments) into the daily sewa.

Raag Sewa:
Devotional hymns (padas) are sung in specific ragas and rhythmic cycles (taals) according to the eight prahars
(time periods) of the day. The sequence includes:

e Mangala (early morning)

e Shringar (morning adornment)
e Gwaal (mid-morning)

e Rajbhoga (noon offering)

e Uthapan (afternoon)

e Bhoga (evening offering)

e Sandhya (twilight)

e Aarati and Shayan (night prayers and rest).
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2. One Nation One Subscription (ONOS)

ONE NATION
ONE
SUBSCRIPTION
[ONOS)

Context (IE | PIB | TH):
The Union Cabinet has approved the One Nation One Subscription (ONOS) scheme, aimed at providing
seamless, nationwide access to high-impact international research journals and scholarly publications.

Vision & Alignment:

The ONOS initiative aligns with India’s long-term goals under Viksit Bharat@2047, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. It also reflects the Prime Minister’s vision of “Jai Anusandhan”,
highlighting the critical role of research and innovation during the Amrit Kaal period.

Implementation Timeline:
ONOS will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme for the years 2025, 2026, and 2027.

Key Features of ONOS

1. Access to High-Impact Journals:
The scheme will facilitate access to major international journal publications, benefiting institutions
engaged in higher education and government R&D.

2. Digital Access via INFLIBNET:
The Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET), an autonomous inter-university centre under the
University Grants Commission (UGC), will act as the central coordinating agency for digital access. A
unified portal will provide seamless access to resources.

3. Target Audience:
The primary beneficiaries include students, faculty, and researchers from government institutions, with
a special focus on extending benefits to tier-2 and tier-3 cities.

4. Promotion of Interdisciplinary Research:
By providing access to diverse scholarly resources, the scheme aims to foster both core research and
interdisciplinary studies across various academic fields.
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5. Centralised Administration:
The Department of Higher Education will oversee the administration and implementation of ONOS
through a dedicated portal.

6. Usage Monitoring & Review:
The Access and National Research Facilitation (ANRF) will periodically review the scheme’s usage and
evaluate its impact on research output and publications by Indian scholars.
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3. Election Commission of India: Ensuring Democratic Integrity

Election Commission of India: Ensuring Democratic Integrity

Context (IE):
Constitution Day, observed on November 26, emphasizes the pivotal role of the Election Commission of India
(ECI) in upholding free and fair elections as mandated by Article 324 of the Constitution.

Contributions of the Election Commission of India

1.

Promoting Gender Equality:
The ECI has significantly improved the voter gender ratio, reaching 948 women per 1,000 men in 2024,
effectively narrowing the gender gap in voter turnout.

Judicial Endorsement:
The Supreme Court has consistently upheld that free and fair elections form an essential part of the
Constitution’s basic structure, reinforcing the ECl's role in safeguarding democracy.

Legislative Milestones:
The ECI played a crucial role in the legislative process that led to the 33% reservation for women in the
Lok Sabha and State Assembilies, set to take effect from 2029.

Enhancing Electoral Transparency:
In 2024, the ECI contributed to enhancing financial accountability by advocating for and achieving the
abolition of electoral bonds, ensuring greater transparency in political funding.

Challenges in India’s Electoral System

1.

Criminalization of Politics:
As of 2024, nearly 46% of Lok Sabha members faced criminal charges, raising concerns about the
erosion of democratic values.
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2.

Wealth Disparity:
The concentration of wealth among elected representatives remains high, with 93% of elected
members being billionaires, leading to unequal representation in governance.

Defections and Horse Trading:
The existing Anti-Defection Law has been ineffective in preventing legislative defections, contributing to
political instability and unethical practices.

Democratic Deficits:
Low literacy rates, corruption, and a lack of political culture continue to weaken India’s democratic
fabric, limiting informed voter participation and accountability.

Electoral Reforms: Progress and Challenges

1.

Regulating Electoral Expenditure:
While limits on candidate expenditures have been implemented, spending by political parties remains
largely unregulated, creating loopholes in financial oversight.

2. State Funding of Political Parties:
Although proposed, state funding to reduce reliance on private donations and promote transparency
has yet to be implemented.

3. Gender Representation:
Despite notable progress in increasing women's voter participation, legislative representation for
women remains uneven and requires further efforts.

4. Independence of Election Commissioners:
Concerns persist over the appointment process and inadequate safeguards for the independence and
security of Election Commissioners from political interference.

Way Forward

1. Enhancing Financial Transparency:
Establish a National Election Fund to centralize political funding and eliminate private donations to
political parties, ensuring accountability and reducing undue influence.

2. Strengthening Anti-Defection Laws:
Amend the Anti-Defection Law to impose stricter penalties and prevent unethical defections that
undermine democratic stability.

3. Promoting Gender Representation:
Expedite the implementation of legislative reservations for women to ensure equitable representation
in governance.

4. Institutional Safeguards for the ECI:
Strengthen the autonomy and security of Election Commissioners through transparent appointment
processes and protections against political influence.

5. Raising Voter Awareness:

Conduct targeted educational campaigns to increase electoral participation among underrepresented
and disadvantaged communities, fostering a more inclusive democracy.
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4. National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF)

NATIONAL MISSION
ONNATURAL .~
FARMING (NMNF)

Context (PIB):
The Union Cabinet has approved the National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF) as a standalone Centrally
Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare.

Key Components

1.

Cluster Approach:

NMNF will adopt a cluster-based implementation strategy, targeting Gram Panchayats that are
prepared to embrace natural farming practices. The mission aims to cover a significant number of
farmers and farmland.

Priority Areas:
Areas with existing natural farming systems or support infrastructure, such as Primary Agricultural
Credit Societies and Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), will receive preference.

Bio-input Resource Centres:
These centers will provide farmers with ready-to-use, cost-effective natural farming inputs, simplifying
the transition from conventional to natural farming methods.

Model Demonstration Farms:
Demonstration farms will be established at Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), Agricultural Universities, and
selected farmer fields. These farms will serve as training hubs for farmers.

Farmer Training Programs:
Farmers will be trained in natural farming techniques, supported by Krishi Sakhis and other local
experts. This includes guidance on preparing bio-inputs and applying natural farming methods.

Certification and Branding:
The mission will introduce a simplified certification system to help farmers market their natural
produce. Dedicated branding will enhance the visibility and value of these products.
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7. Real-time Monitoring:
An online portal will facilitate real-time, geo-tagged monitoring of NMNF activities, ensuring
transparency and accountability.

Benefits of Natural Farming

1. Cost Reduction:
Natural farming reduces reliance on costly external inputs like synthetic fertilizers and pesticides. It
rejuvenates soil health, promoting long-term fertility.

2. Climate Resilience:
Natural farming practices improve resilience to climate challenges, such as droughts, floods, and
waterlogging, by enhancing soil structure and water retention.

3. Health and Nutrition:

By eliminating harmful chemicals, natural farming produces healthier, more nutritious food for both
farmers and consumers.

4. Environmental Sustainability:
o Increases soil organic carbon and microbial activity.
o Improves water use efficiency.

o Enhances biodiversity, fostering a healthier ecosystem.
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5. Tackling Delhi’s Air Pollution Crisis

Context (IE):

Delhi's Air Quality Index (AQI) frequently surpasses the hazardous level of 400, particularly in November. This
persistent pollution crisis has severely impacted public health, reducing the average life expectancy by nearly
11.9 years.

Major Sources of Pollution

1. Stubble Burning:
Contributes up to 35% of PM 2.5 emissions during the winter, primarily from neighboring states like
Punjab and Haryana.

2. Transport Sector:
Vehicular emissions account for approximately 19% of Delhi's air pollution.

3. Industrial and Construction Activities:
Industrial emissions add 4.6%, while construction activities contribute around 2.4% to the particulate
matter.

4. Residential and Road Dust:
These sources collectively contribute 5.3% to the PM 2.5 pollution levels.

5. Pollution from Neighboring Areas:
Approximately 30-35% of Delhi’s air pollution originates from surrounding regions such as Gurugram,
Faridabad, and Ghaziabad.

Key Issues

1. Policy Gaps:
Absence of effective, long-term solutions to manage both crop residue burning and urban pollution.
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2. Slow EV Adoption:

Limited infrastructure and the high cost of electric vehicles have slowed the transition to cleaner
transport.

Inadequate Technological Interventions:
Minimal deployment of advanced pollution control technologies, such as smog towers.

Market Risks for Farmers:
Low profitability of alternative crops compared to paddy discourages farmers from diversifying.

Political Inaction:
A lack of coordinated efforts between the central and state governments has hindered effective
pollution management.

Proposed Measures to Combat Pollution

1. Incentivizing Crop Diversification

Enhanced Financial Support: Increase incentives for farmers adopting alternative crops like pulses,
oilseeds, and millets to ¥35,000 per hectare for five years.

Groundwater Conservation: Promote less water-intensive crops to address groundwater depletion in
Punjab and Haryana.

Procurement Assurance: Guarantee Minimum Support Price (MSP) for diversified crops to mitigate
market risks and reduce dependence on imports.

2. Strengthening the Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy

Infrastructure Expansion: Establish 30,000 EV charging stations across Delhi, compared to the current
2,450.

Mandatory EV Charging Provisions: Integrate charging infrastructure in residential complexes, offices,
and commercial spaces like malls.

Accelerating EV Adoption: Fast-track Delhi’s EV 2.0 policy to achieve 25% EV registrations by March
2025.

3. Innovative Technological Solutions

Smog Towers: Deploy vacuum cleaning towers in high-traffic and pollution-prone zones.

Real-time Monitoring: Implement advanced technologies for continuous tracking and mitigation of PM
2.5 levels.

Green Infrastructure: Invest in urban green spaces and air-purifying plants to improve air quality
naturally.

Benefits of Proposed Actions

1.

Health Improvement:
Reduction in respiratory and cardiovascular diseases, leading to improved public health.

Environmental Sustainability:
Conservation of groundwater resources and a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions.

Economic Gains:
Reduced expenditure on subsidies and a decline in the import of pulses and edible oils.
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4. Global Leadership:

Positioning Delhi as a model city for effective air quality management, setting an example for other
urban centers worldwide.

Way Forward

1.

Collaborative Governance:
Strengthen cooperation between central and state governments to ensure unified action on pollution
control.

Farmer Engagement:
Provide sustained financial incentives and market stability to encourage farmers to diversify crops.

Rapid EV Deployment:
Simplify policies and offer subsidies to accelerate the adoption of electric vehicles.

Public Awareness:
Launch extensive awareness campaigns to educate citizens on responsible behavior and community
participation in reducing pollution.

Continuous Innovation:
Promote research and development in pollution control technologies to implement cutting-edge
solutions.
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6. Adoption of Article 6 at COP29

ADOPTION OF ARTIGLE 6
AT GOP23

Context (DTE):

At COP29 in Baku, nations achieved a significant milestone by adopting Article 6 of the Paris Agreement after
nearly a decade of negotiations. Article 6 provides a framework for international carbon markets, enabling
countries to collaborate in achieving their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and advancing global
climate goals.

Components of Article 6
1. Article 6.2: Decentralized, Bilateral Agreements

o Facilitates country-to-country carbon credit trading through bilateral or multilateral
agreements.

o Allows flexibility in carbon market mechanisms while ensuring transparency and environmental
integrity.

2. Article 6.4: Global Carbon Market under UN Supervision
o Establishes a centralized global carbon market regulated by the UN.

o Ensures uniform standards for credit issuance, monitoring, and reporting, similar to the Kyoto
Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM).

Advantages of Adopting Article 6
1. Transparency and Accountability:

o Countries must disclose approved mitigation outcomes and report inconsistencies publicly,
fostering trust and compliance.

2. Financial Mobilization:
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o Encourages investments to meet new climate finance goals under the New Collective
Quantified Goal (NCQG).

3. Global Market Integration:

o Promotes standardized rules for carbon trading under UN oversight, enhancing market stability
and credibility.

4. Support for Developing Nations:

o Helpsfinance afforestation, clean energy, and emission reduction projects, accelerating
climate action in developing countries.

Issues with Article 6
1. Double Counting:

o No mandatory requirement for countries to disclose mechanisms that prevent duplicate
reporting of carbon credits, which may undermine emission reduction targets.

2. Risk Reversals:

o Inadequate monitoring systems to address instances where stored carbon is released back into
the atmosphere due to events like forest fires or land-use changes.

3. Weak Accountability:

o Lacks stringent penalties or consequences for misreporting or fraudulent use of carbon credits,
which can compromise market integrity.

4. Operational Delays:

o Article 6.4 is not expected to be fully operational until 2026, delaying the benefits of a global
carbon market.

5. Regulatory Concerns:

o The transition from the Kyoto Protocol’s CDM to Article 6.4 lacks rigorous checks for
additionality (ensuring that projects result in genuine, additional emission reductions), risking
the inclusion of low-quality or non-additional projects.

Challenges Ahead
1. Global Coordination:

o Aligning diverse national interests, standards, and regulatory frameworks to ensure a unified
and functional global carbon market.

2. Scientific Rigour:

o Ensuring that standards for carbon credits reflect the best available science, particularly for
addressing reversal risks and ensuring additionality.

3. Market Quality:

o Preventing the rise of "Cowboy Carbon Markets"—unregulated or poorly governed markets
with low-quality carbon credits that undermine environmental integrity.
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Way Forward
1. Strengthening Transparency:

o Mandate detailed reporting of mitigation outcomes and enforce mechanisms to prevent double
counting of carbon credits.

2. Improved Monitoring:

o Develop advanced tools and methodologies to monitor reversal risks and quantify mitigation
outcomes accurately.

3. Phased Rollouts:

o Implement Article 6.4 gradually, allowing time for testing and adaptation of new standards and
mechanisms based on evolving science and climate needs.

4. Capacity Building:

o Provide financial and technical support to developing nations to implement Article 6
mechanisms effectively and with integrity.

5. Global Collaboration:

o Fostertrust and cooperation among nations by establishing clear rules, equitable frameworks,
and mechanisms for dispute resolution.

6. Public Engagement:

o Increase awareness among stakeholders, including businesses, civil society, and the public,
about the potential and limitations of carbon markets.

7. Accountability Framework:

o Introduce robust mechanisms to enforce penalties for misuse or fraudulent activities, ensuring
the environmental integrity of the carbon markets.
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7. PAN 2.0 Project
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Context (TH | PIB):

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the PAN 2.0 Project, an e-Governance
initiative by the Income Tax Department aimed at re-engineering taxpayer registration services. The project
seeks to enhance the digital experience for taxpayers by transforming the current PAN/TAN services ecosystem
through technology-driven improvements.

Key Objectives of PAN 2.0 Project
1. Re-engineering Business Processes:

o Streamlining and automating the core and non-core activities related to PAN (Permanent
Account Number) and TAN (Tax Deduction and Collection Account Number) services.

o Reducing manualinterventions to minimize errors and enhance efficiency.
2. Enhanced Digital Experience:

o Offering a seamless, user-friendly digital interface for taxpayers to access and manage their
PAN/TAN-related services.

o Providing faster and more reliable services for PAN issuance, validation, and updates.
3. Integration with Digital India Vision:

o Aligning with the government’s Digital India initiative by promoting the use of PAN as a
common identifier across various digital platforms used by government agencies.

o Strengthening the role of PAN in financial and regulatory ecosystems, ensuring smoother inter-
agency coordination.
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4. PAN Validation Service:

o Upgrading the PAN validation system to provide real-time authentication and validation services
for various financial and non-financial transactions.

Permanent Account Number (PAN)

1. Unique Identifier:

o Aten-digit alphanumeric identifier issued by the Income Tax Department to individuals,
companies, and other entities.

o Example: ABCDE1234F.
2. Primary Uses:
o Tax Compliance:
»= Filing income tax returns, making tax payments, and receiving tax refunds.

o High-Value Transactions:

= Required for purchasing or selling immovable properties, large bank deposits, and
investments in securities.

3. Lifetime Validity:

o PAN s issued for the lifetime of the holder and remains unchanged unless explicitly updated.

Tax Deduction and Collection Account Number (TAN)

1. Unique Identifier:

o Aten-digit alphanumeric number issued to entities responsible for deducting or collecting tax
at source (TDS/TCS).

o Example: ABCD12345E.

2. Purpose:

o TAN is essential for businesses, organizations, and individuals who deduct or collect taxes on
behalf of the Income Tax Department.

o Common in transactions like salary payments, contractor payments, and rent where tax
deduction is mandatory.

3. Legal Requirement:

o TAN must be quoted in all TDS/TCS-related communications, returns, and payments with the
Income Tax Department.

Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

1. Overview:

o The CCEA s one of the most important cabinet committees responsible for taking key decisions
related to India’s economic policies and programs.

2. Chairperson:



Chinmaya Academy for Civil Services
Visit us at www.chinmayaias.com Phone: 93605 31076 / 93636 01008

o Chaired by the Prime Minister of India and includes cabinet ministers from various ministries.
3. Key Functions:

o Economic Policy Coordination:
Directing and coordinating government activities in the economic sector.

o Disinvestment Decisions:
Approving proposals for the disinvestment of public sector undertakings.

o Monitoring Economic Trends:
Reviewing economic developments and trends at the national and international levels.

o Rural Development:
Evaluating and overseeing rural development initiatives and projects.

o Industrial Licensing:
Handling industrial licensing for joint sector undertakings and large-scale projects.

Benefits of PAN 2.0 Project
1. Efficiency and Accuracy:
o Faster PAN issuance, validation, and updates with reduced manual errors.
2. Improved Taxpayer Services:
o Enhances the taxpayer experience by offering a centralized and streamlined digital platform.
3. Strengthened Financial Ecosystem:

o Promotes financial transparency and compliance through the integration of PAN across
government systems.

4. Better Regulatory Coordination:

o Facilitates seamless data exchange between government agencies, financial institutions, and
regulatory bodies.

5. Support for Digital India:

o Boosts India’s digital governance framework by making PAN a critical component of the
country’s financial and regulatory ecosystem.

Way Forward
1. Public Awareness:
o Launch campaigns to educate taxpayers about the new PAN 2.0 system and its benefits.
2. Infrastructure Development:

o Strengthen the IT infrastructure to ensure smooth implementation and reduce system
downtimes.

3. Inter-Agency Collaboration:

o Foster collaboration between the Income Tax Department, banks, and financial institutions for
efficient PAN integration.
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4. Feedback Mechanism:

o Establish a feedback system to address user concerns and improve service quality
continuously.

5. Data Security:

o Implement robust cybersecurity measures to safeguard taxpayer data and prevent misuse or
breaches.
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8. Oldest Human Fossil: Lucy

OLDEST
HUMAN FOSSIL _

jyey

Context (IE):
Fifty years after its discovery in 1974, the 3.2 million-year-old skeleton Lucy remains a critical link in
understanding human evolution.

About Lucy
1. Species:

o Lucybelonged to the species Australopithecus afarensis, an early hominin closely related to
humans.

2. Discovery:

o Lucywas discovered in the Afar region of Ethiopia by paleoanthropologist Donald Johanson in
1974.

o Hername was inspired by the Beatles' song “Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds,” which was
playing during the celebration of her discovery.

3. Skeleton Features:
o 40% Complete Skeleton: One of the most complete skeletons of any early hominin ancestor.
o Height: Lucy stood about 4 feet (1.2 meters) tall.

o Brain Size: Her brain size was similar to that of a chimpanzee (~400 cc), significantly smaller
than modern humans.

o Bipedalism: Despite her small brain, she walked upright on two legs, a defining characteristic
of human evolution.
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4. Significance of Discovery:

o Bipedalism: Lucy's skeleton provided clear evidence that early human ancestors were bipedal
before the development of larger brains.

o Evolutionary Bridge: Lucy represents a transitional form between tree-dwelling apes and
ground-dwelling hominins, showcasing a mix of ape-like features (e.g., long arms) and human-
like traits (e.g., pelvis and leg structure suited for upright walking).

Stages of Species in Human Evolution

Stage Key Characteristics Locations Found

Ancestors of humans and apes; lived in dense forests; China, Africa, Europe,

Dryopith
ryopithecus likely herbivores. India

Thick tooth enamel, strong jaws, shorter canines; used Shivalik Hills (Punjab),

R ith
amapithecus hands for food and defence; lived in grasslands. Africa, Saudi Arabia

Lived on the ground; used stones as weapons; walked

Australopithecus . South Africa

upright; ~4 feet tall.

L brai ity (~800-1100 cc); d tz tools; .
Homo Erectus argej rain cap.am y( ' cc)‘ 'use guartz tools Java, China

possibly used fire; lived in communities and caves.
Homo Sapiens Evolved from Homo Erectus; two sub-species; hunted

. . . Europe

Neanderthalensis large animals like mammoths.

Smaller jaws, pronounced chin, rounded skull; brain .
Homo Sapiens Sapiens ) P Worldwide

capacity ~1350 cc; started creating art and complex tools.

Significance of Lucy in Human Evolution
1. Bipedalism Before Brain Expansion:

o Lucy's skeletal structure proves that walking upright evolved millions of years before the brain's
significant expansion, reshaping our understanding of evolutionary priorities.

2. Insights into Early Hominin Lifestyle:

o The combination of human-like and ape-Llike traits in Lucy provides insights into how early
hominins lived, moved, and interacted with their environment.

3. Anthropological Milestone:

o Lucyremains a cornerstone in paleoanthropology, bridging the gap between earlier ape
ancestors and later human species like Homo habilis and Homo erectus.
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